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LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, DEAR GUESTS!

With great honor and pleasure | welcome You on behalf of all
teachers, associates, employees and students of the Faculty of
Educational Sciences at the University “Gotse Delchev” in Shtip and |
wish You pleasant moments during this solemn event organized to mark
20 years of university education of teachers.

But in fact, the Faculty of Educational Sciences basis its twenty
years of existence on 146 year continuous development of formal
education of teachers and preschool teachers in the region. The
achievements of the Pedagogical-Seminary school founded in 1869, the
existence of which is linked to the name of the creator of the first primer
and the first textbook for teachers - School Pedagogy - Josif Kovachev,
and to the name of the great teacher Gotse Delchev, followed by the School for Teachers
established in 1946, Higher Pedagogical School founded in 1959, and the Pedagogical Academy
(1961) are woven into the tradition and development of our Faculty.

In 1995 the two-year formal education of teachers and preschool teachers developed into
four-year university studies.

In 2007 the Pedagogical Faculty became part of the State University "Goce Delchev" in
Shtip, said to be the fastest growing university in Macedonia.

Following the global trends in teacher education, modern trends in education policymaking
in Europe and in the world, respecting the knowledge of the history of civilizations as an important
intellectual resource for social development, as well as scientifically and experientially diagnosed
educational challenges that have emerged as a result of deep changes of values in our society and
globalization trends (scientific, educational, technological, and economic) the Faculty of Educational
Sciences has designed study programs for I, Il and Ill cycle of studies in accordance with the
organizational - pedagogical quality standards in compliance with the principles of the Bologna
Declaration and European credit-transfer system with a high level of recognition in the area of
European Higher Education.

If 20 years ago our Faculty started to implement teaching with 5 PhDs and 3 masters as
regular employees, today we can proudly say that our academic community is comprised of 20 PhDs
and one master.

Today our students have the opportunity to educate themselves at the faculty which sees
its future as a continuous development aimed at:

= Strengthening and expanding international partnerships

= Popularization of mobility of students and staff,

= Internationalization and improvement of scientific research work,

= Improvement of pedagogical approaches to teaching and links with practice, putting
students at the center of the educational process.
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Ladies and Gentlemen,

| take this opportunity to thank you for coming today to celebrate with us the teaching
profession and our contribution to it.

We are quite aware that the road to success is long and winding and it is easier to travel
with joint forces. That is why we wanted to mark this celebration by organizing a scientific conference
dedicated to education in the 21st century. Let us share our knowledge, understanding and
experiences regarding the situation and perspectives and suggest possible ways of modernization.
89 papers have been submitted and there are authors from 8 countries. This is really promising!

Once again, | wish you all a warm welcome and successful work.

Dean,
Prof. d-r Sonja Petrovska
24.09. 2015., Stip

MOYUTYBAHMU ...

Co ronema u4eCT n 3apoBoNnCcTBO, Be nosgpasam BO MMETO Ha CUTE HACTaBHWLM,
copaboTtHuUK, BpaboTeHN U CTygeHTM Ha DakynTeToT 3a 06pPa30BHW Hayku Mpu YHUBEP3UTETOT
loue [Henyes Bo Ltun » Bu nocakysam npwjaTHXW MOMEHTM BO TEKOT Ha OBaa CBEYeHa
MaHuecTaumja opraHuaupana no nosog 20 rognwHo gakynTeTcko obpasoBaHMe Ha HaCTaBHULM U
BOCMMTYBAYM.

dakynTeToT 3a 00pa3oBHW Hayku CBOETO MOCTOEHEe 0 Temenu Ha 146 roguwwHuoT
KOHTWHYMpPaH pa3BOj Ha (hopManHOTO 0OpasoBaHWEe Ha HaCTaBHMUM M BOCMWTYBAYM Ha OBUE
npoctopu. Bo Tpaguuujata 1 pa3BojoT Ha HAWWOT (hakynTeT ce BTKAaeHW [OCTUrHyBawaTa Ha
[NenaroLuko-60rocnoBCkoTo yunnuwTe ocHoeaHo Bo 1869 rog. Co une nocToewe ce Bp3yBa MMETO
Ha TBOPeLOT Ha npauoT BykBap M NPBMOT y4ebHWK 3a HacTaBHMUM — Lkoncka negarorvja — Jocud
KoBaueB, 1 umeTo Ha ronemuot yuuten loue [lendyes, na Yuntenckata LUKona ocHoBaHa BO 1946
rog, Buwara negarotuka wkona dopmupaHa Bo 1959 roa, Meparowkara akagemuja (1961 rog,.).

Bo 1995 roguHa chopmarnHoTo ABEroguHo obpasoBaHue Ha HacTaBHWLM M BOCTIMTYBaYM
npepacHyBa BO YETUPUTOANLIHO (hakynTeTcko obpasoBaHue.

Bo 2007 roguHa lMegarowkuoT hakynteT CTaHa gen Ha OPXaBHUOT YHuBep3uTeT ,loue
[enues* Bo LTun, Koj ro HOCK enuTETOT HajbpaopacTeykn YHuBep3auTeT Bo P MakegoHuja.

Cnegejkm v rnobanHuTe TeHAeHUMM BO 0Bpa3sOBaHMETO HA HACTaBHWLM, COBPEMEHMTE
TEHAEHLMM BO KpenpakeTo Ha 06pa3oBHIUTE NONMUTUKM BO EBpona u Bo CBETOT, pecnekTupajku ryv
3HaetbaTa 3a uWCTOpMjaTa Ha UMBMIM3AUMWTE KaKO 3HAYaeH WHTENeKTyaneH pecypc 3a
OMNLUTECTBEHNOT Pa3Boj, Kako 1 Hay4HO W UCKYCTBEHO AMjarHOCTULMPAHWUTE BOCTMTHU Npeayu3BuLm
KoM Ce nojaBuja Kako pe3yntaT Ha AnabokuTe BPEAHOCHM MPOMEHM BO HALIETO OMWTECTBO U
rnobanusaumckute TeHOEHUMW (HayyHM, 0OpPa30BHM, TEXHWYKO-TEXHOMOLLKM, ekoHomckn) POH
OnsajHupalte ctyaucku nporpamu 3a |, I v Ill uuknyc Ha cTyauwM COrnacHO OpraHu3auucko —
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negarowwk/ CTaHAapay 3a KBanuTeT, COrMacHO npuHuunuTe Ha bonokckata geknapauuja w
EBponckMoT KpeauT-TpaHcdep CUCTEM, CO BMCOKO HMBO Ha MPEeno3HaTnMBOCT BO EBponckuot
BMCOKOOBPa3oBEH NPOCTOp.
Axo npeg 20 roguHu HaWWOT hakynTeT 3anoyHa Aa ja peanusupa HacTaBata v Bexbute co
5 [OKTOpW Ha Hayku 1 3 MarucTpu, kako pefoBHO BPpabOTEHW, JEHeC CO rophocT Moxeme Aa
KaxeMe [eka OBaa akafemcka 3aefiHuua ja coumHysaar 20 OKTOpW Ha Hayku 1 1 marucTep.
[leHec HawwTe CTYAEeHTW UMaaT MOXHOCT ga ce obpasyBaar Ha (pakynTeT koj csojaTa
MOHMHA ja rneja Kako KOHTUHYWpaH pasBoj BO HacoKa Ha:
= 3ajakHyBaHe W NPOLLMPYBak-e Ha MefyHapoaHWUTe NapTHepCTBa,
= OMacoByBakE€ Ha MOBUIHOCTA Ha CTYAEeHTUTE W Ha BpaboTeHuTe,
" WHTepHauuoHanusaumja n nopobpyBare Ha Hay4HO-UCTpaxyBaykaTa pabora,
" yHanpeayBake Ha NefaroLlkuTe NpucTany BO HacTaBaTa U BPCKUTE CO NpaKTukata,
nocTaByBajkn rM CTYAEHTUTE BO LEEHTApOT Ha 06Pa30BHUOT NpoLiec.

MounTyBaHM NpUCYTHM,

Ja kopucrtam oBaa npunuka, fa By ce 3abnarogapam LUTO 40jA0BTe AEHEC 3aeHNYKM Aa ro
4ecTBYyBaMe YUYMTENCKOTO AENO U HALIMOT NPUAOHEC BO HETO.
Hwve cme cocema CBECHW Aeka NaToT A0 YCNEXOT € AOMT U KPUBYMECT HO M [eka NOMIecHo ce naTtysa
CO 3aedHuuYKM cunu. 3atoa OBa Halle MpasHyBake CakaBve Aa ro opbenexume co HaydHa
KOH(bepeHUMja nocBeTeHa Ha 0bOpasoBaHMeTo BO 21 Bek, Aa MM CMOAenMMe HalWuTe 3Haewa,
pasbupatba M UCKYCTBA BO BPCKA CO COCTOjOMTE UM MEPCNEKTUBUTE Kako M 4a Npeanoxume MOXHM
HaYMHN 3@ HErOBO OCOBPEMEHYBAHSE.

Ywre egHalw, Ha cute Bu nocakysam Tonno gobpegojae v ycnewxa paboral
[ekaH,

Mpodh. a-p Comva MeTpoBcka
24.09. 2015. roguHa Wrtun
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THE ISSUE OF RESPECTING THE DEVELOPMENTAL POSSIBILITIES AND ACTIVITY-
PLANNING IN EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT

Alma TASEVSKA 1
Kiril BARBAREEV 2

Abstract

Following and respecting the developmental characteristics of the child represents a tendency which
is becoming more and more visible in contemporary pedagogical practices. Since the differences in the
possibilities for children can show great amplitude, i.e. they can be found significantly below or above the
medium values, it is extremely unacceptable for the educator to have the same approach towards all the
individuals. For this reason, the educational system must be differentiated, not as much in the size and
complexity of the content as in the help for the planned activities to be successfully done.

The subject of research in this work regards the respect to the individual developmental possibilities
of the children from 3 to 5,8 years, as a basis for activity-planning. The methods and techniques that were
applied are: the method of analysis, the inductive, descriptive and the method of generalization, as well as the
techniques of analysis of pedagogical documentation, observation and surveying. Self-research includes the
following tasks: respecting the categorization of the childhood development, the manner of applying the
differentiated approach in the realization of the activities, and the needs and possibilities for planning activities
based on the developmental abilities of the children.

On the basis of the received results, it can be concluded that: The program for early childhood
development respects the developmental characteristics of the children; The educator notices and respects the
developmental characteristics of the children in their group; There is a need for additional professional
competences for the educators regarding the planning of activities based on the developmental characteristics
of the children.

Keywords: Developmental possibilities, Respecting, Activity-planning, Early childhood development

Introduction

Preschool education is constantly faced with new challenges that have attempted to give the
everyday practice a contemporary mark. In this sense, contemporary planning and the manner in which the
educational process is realized are showing growing respect towards children’s characteristics.

It is understandable that such an environment is visible in our context as well, especially in regards to
the more modern trends of contemporary approaches, which firstly influence the conceptual ideology of
preschool education, having further links to the program sequencing. These changes, which will be analyzed in
the following sections, set the foundations for reforming what is already visible as an outcome in practical work.

The most recent national documents for preschool education in the Republic of Macedonia have
broadened the set limits of the image of the development of a child of preschool age, through promotion and
sharing international experiences in a national context. In such a sense, there has been an increasing number
of discussions about early childhood development, which is included in the National Developmental Plan of the
Republic of Macedonia for the period between 2008 and 2013, and in its framework for improved education for
all, early childhood development for children of preschool age is incorporated. Hence, in order to follow the
development of children of preschool age, both the drawing up and implementation of the Standards for Early
Learning and Development for this age group have been undertaken3.

 University “Ss Cyril and Methodius” - Skopje, Faculty of Philosophy, Institute of Pedagogy, Skopje, Republic of
Macedonia, aima@fzf.ukim.edu.mk

2University “Goce Delcev” - Stip, Faculty of Educational Sciences, Stip, Republic of Macedonia,
kiril.barbareev@ugd.edu.mk

3 Standards for Early Learning and Development of Children Aged Between 0 and 6 Years. (2009: 7).
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The national legislation in R. Macedonia (Law
for Protection of Children) defines early childhood
development as preschool education that covers not
only childcare measures, but also measures and
activities for health promotion and improvement of one’s
intellectual, ~ emotional,  physical, and  social
development. Childcare and education of children of
preschool age is conducted in kindergartens, while for
those children that are not included in these institutions
there are also possibilities for organizing other extra-
institutionalized forms!.

The National Program for Development of Education in R. Macedonia is focused as well on providing
control over the quality of the educational through the Ministry of Education and Science, which is taking
measures for permanent control over the quality of the educational system in R. Macedonia2.

The legal documents represent a proper foundation for practical realization of the set ideas. What
follows is a theoretical analysis of how much the program approaches respect the developmental
characteristics of the children of preschool age, as well as the practical experiences of kindergarten educators
in regards to this issue.

Program Approaches and Respecting the Developmental Characteristics of Kindergartens

The preschool education in R. Macedonia, on the basis of its program setting, determines the
direction and approach in the organization of the didactic-methodic articulation of the activities and of the
educational process in general. In theory there are several types of approaches in the planning of the
educational process, but it should be stated that the thematic approach to planning represents the most
acceptable and most frequently applied approach in the organization and realization of the program contents in
this sub-system. Its main characteristic regards organizing topics and further logical branching of sub-topics,
contents, and activities. It seems that such a setting largely builds upon the monthly, weekly, and daily
plannings of the educators, and in that direction it allows for a temporal and didactic-methodic compatibility.

The numerous scientific research show that thematic planning in all of its aspects leads towards
coverage of topics in a wider horizontal range, but what has been seen through practical experiences is the
lack of vertical articulation, which would enable a more through analysis of the topic. It is precisely this reality
that in fact is characteristic of thematic planning, thus leading towards the tendency of overcoming this
disadvantage.

As a kind of possibility and step forward in the planning, the integrated approach appears, which
consists of integrating several program areas in the realization of the planned activities. This approach is
based on the activities, as well as the goals that we want to achieve, and it is developing in a broad range of
inclusion of almost all the program areas, through which the problem will be analyzed from every angle.
Integrated planning is also known as work on projects in which several children are included, while the activity
is realized from several aspects, without decisive emphasis of one or another program area.

Nevertheless, the contemporary tendency of planning of the educational activities in the preschool
period on a global level refers to the holistic approach, which is slowly entering our educational system as well.
This approach overcomes the weaknesses of the integrated approach in the direction of more in-depth
analysis of a concrete problem situation, or topic, which includes all of the program areas. If the integrated
approach studies issues which cover several program areas, then the holistic approach means the inclusion of
all of the program areas and their incorporation in a deeper study of a given content.

The holistic approach, as a philosophical-educational orientation, is based on the premise that every
individual finds their own identity, meaning, and intention in life connected to society, nature, and values. This
approach stresses the intrinsic respect towards learning, teaching, and life in kindergarten in general.

" Official Gazette of R. Macedonia 98/2000.
2 National Program for Development of Education in R. Macedonia 2005-2015 with Accompanying Program Documents.
(2006).
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The concept of a holistically-oriented pedagogy refers to the idea that all of the aspects of the
development of an individual can be covered and can't be developed in separation from some of its
components or parts. The holistic way of action attempts to fully determine and connect the functioning of the
separate parts, while at the same time to cover and integrate the multiple levels of meaning and experience of
every child.

The existing literature mentions several possibilities for implementation of the holistic approach,
defined as key aspects of education based on the holistic approach:

1. Learning is natural, necessary, experimental, and based on cooperation;

2. There is a need for a strong feeling of community and engagement among the children, parents,

educators, and their care for each other.

3. There should be respect for the child’s internal world through methods that overcome the outer

environment of competition and reach possibilities for deeper questions about the meaning of life

and learning;

4. There are connections to everything that nature has given, starting from the child’s nature, natural

materials, resources, the way in which nature functions; incorporated THROUGH the curriculum.

The holistic approach and its implementation in kindergartens doesn’t merely mean dividing the program
contents. In addition, it should be noted that the holistic approach DOES NOT include the program. In fact it
makes the program visible in its own way and creates a connection between the program and practice. As a
specific approach, holism has its own variants and it cannot be unified or fully defined in a written or
systematized form, since it is the personal mark of every educator, group, and kindergarten as well. It
represents the manner in which every educator experiences the life in preschool institutions.

Learning and development as part of life in kindergartens would be integrated through:

o Tasks, activities, context that is meaningful for the child, inclusion of practices and activities that are

not always associated to the word ‘program’, for example a routine of care, meals, etc.;

o Possibilities for started and not fully finished explanations and games, without inconsistencies;

e Intensive and warm relations of mutual connections;

e Recognizing the spiritual, i.e. the idealistic dimension of child life in a cultural, social, and individual

manner.

The actual implementation of the holistic approach in practice is faced with the imperative regarding the
development of “a complete child”, and it should represent a significant challenge for every educator. The
program for preschool education should especially reflect the holistic way of learning and development of every
child. What is particularly important is the need for the holistic approach to reflect the practice of the child’s full
context, and in this sense the cognitive, social, cultural, physical, and emotional dimension of the development
of their personality are represented in an integrated manner. The holistic view of learning and teaching see the
child as a person that wants to learn, so the wholeness is reflected as a better way than some other individual
experiences.

This interpretation of the three types of approaches provides an excellent base for incorporating the
developmental characteristics of the children and the planning of the content realization.

Respecting the Developmental Characteristics of Children in Everyday Practice - Experiences

The everyday practices in preschool education are a rich source of findings that can correct the
theory, but they also represent everything that is introduced in practice as a novelty. Thus, for the purpose of
this work we interviewed 105 educators from kindergartens all over the country. We gained significant data and
insights related to their planning, but more so to the realization of the activities with the children. The results
from the research were further qualitatively analyzed.

All of the participants have graduated either from the Faculty of Philosophy (Institute of Pedagogy) or
any of the Faculties of Pedagogy throughout the country. Their work experience, however, was different, but
the largest part of them have 10 to 20 years of experience.

We had discussions with the educators on several topics, such as:

What types of planning do you apply in your kindergarten - which was answered as:

- Yearly planning,

- Monthly planning,
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- Daily planning,
- Having the largest experience in Thematic planning.

What is the starting point in your planning - which was answered as:

- The program,

- The children,

- The developmental characteristics of the children

When we asked the educators if there is any difference in the developmental characteristics of the
children in the group they are working with at the moment, all of them agreed that:

There are differences in the developmental characteristics of the children, which are mainly caused by their
age (a difference in months, yet significant), the social structure of the family, the education of their parents,
the psycho-physical differences between the children, etc.

Regarding the question as to how they determine the developmental characteristics of each child,
the educators mainly answered in the following way:

They are determined by observation of each child through their everyday activities, games, speech in formal
and informal communication, drawings, etc.

Concerning the question as to whether they respect the developmental characteristics of the children
in the planning of the educational process, we gained knowledge into the fact that when planning they are
always led by the developmental characteristics of the children, so they base their planning on the program for
early childhood development.

Connected to the manner in which they include the children’s developmental characteristics in the
process of planning, they listed the following:

- Content,

- Discussions,

- Games,

- Activities,

- Poems,

- Other texts,

- Children’s interests, possibilities, and needs.

For the next question related to the realization of the educational process and the respect towards
the children’s developmental characteristics, the educators clarified that they have been having problems in
this specific aspect, primarily because of the large number of children in a group. In fact it is this aspect of large
groups that incapacitates the practical realization of the planned out contents and activities.

Such an analysis provides a complete image of the possibilities to respect the children’s individual
differences in regards to a specific level of development. It can be concluded that there exists, on the one
hand, a theoretical basis, program possibility, and aspiration on the educators’ side, but on the other hand,
there are existing factors such as space, resources, number, and time, which disable their full completion.

Conclusion

In the Republic of Macedonia attempts have been made to incorporate this approach in standard
educational practice. The analysis of all of the more important official written documents regarding preschool
education provide a basis for organizing this sub-system, based on the developmental characteristics of
children. The document on the standards for early learning and development of children aged between 0 and 6
years', as a key document, promotes the holistic approach and respect towards development. But it should still
be emphasized that this document offers only one conceptual framework, which represents the direction of
every educator, who on the basis of the holistic approach in planning, will tend to achieve the set standards
through each child’s individual maximum.

The latest document, i.e. the program for work in kindergartens, is based on the standards and
should follow the same concept that allows for programming the educational work in regards to the holistic
principles.

! Standards for Early Learning and Development of Children Aged Between 0 and 6 Years. (2009).
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Finally, after so many years a structurally formal change is offered in preschool education, which is
founded on an idea, a concept, and a goal. The attempts for reform, structured in such a way, provide a
contemporary scientific-theoretical placement of preschool education, whose appropriate practical
implementation might take a longer period for adaptation and acceptance of the part that links the theory with
the practice, and such is the process of planning, the role of the educators, and their readiness to implement
this idea in its true sense.

This is precisely the reason why clear, concrete, and complete directions are needed for finding
possible practical solutions for this issue, which when specified will become the professional education of the
existing and future educators.
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