The Fluctuation in the National Identification of a Part of
the Muslim Population in the People’s Republic of
Macedonia
(Statistical and demographic analysis)

Borée ILIEVSKI
e-mail: borce@fzf.ukim.edu.mk

Abstract

This article analyzes the statistical and demographic data
obtained from the first two censuses taken in the People’s
Republic of Macedonia in 1948 and 1953 that show how the
national identity of a part of the Muslim population (Turks,
Albanians and Macedonians professing Islam) changed. The
national identity of a part of the Muslim population at the time
the censuses were taken was conditioned by several historical
political, social and cultural factors. This is also a reason why
these censuses do not give an accurate ethnic picture of the
Macedonian society in the late 1940s and early 1950s. In fact, the
authentic census data, useful in the making of a demographic
analysis of Macedonia’s ethnic structure, are very often
imprecise, which may hamper the research of the ethno-
demographic characteristics of the Macedonian society.
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Introduction

In the territory of former Yugoslavia, in the censuses taken after the
Second World War, certain ethnic groups dramatically increased or decreased
dramatically because a part of the population identified themselves differently
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each time. One of the reasons for this was the political circumstances in which
the census were conducted and so the censuses were in a way a reflection of
the political situation that had an effect on how some people declared
themselves in the population counts of the time.! Starting from 1948, in FNRJ
(Federative People’s Republic of Yugoslavia)/ SFRY (Socialist Federative
Republic of Yugoslavia), censuses were conducted on a regular basis and
through the information obtained it is possible to follow and analyze the
ethno-demographic movements.? The results of the 1948 census showed that
1,152,986 people lived in the People’s Republic of Macedonia, of whom
789,648 were Macedonians, which is 68.5 percent of the total population.® The
second largest ethnic group were Albanians, who totalled 197,389, or 17.1
percent of the total population?, followed by the Turks, who totalled 95,940, or
8.32 percent of the total population of the People’s Republic of Macedonia. In
the entire FNRY, there lived 97,954 Turks, 97 percent of whom lived in the
territory of the People’s Republic of Macedonia.° When the results were

! Snjezana Mrdjen, Narodnost u popisima promenliva i nestalna kategorija,
Stanovnistvo, 40/1-4, Beograd, 2002, 77

2 In the period between the two World Wars, in the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and
Slovenes/Yugoslavia, censuses were taken in 1921 and 1931. Those were the
first censuses in the Vardar part of Macedonia conducted by a modern and
internationally accepted statistical methodology.

3 Konacni rezultati popisa stanovniStva od 15 marta 1948 godine, Beograd 1954, 14
Macedonians as a separate ethnicity in a national count appeared for the first
time in the census of 1948.

4 Based on the results of the 1921 census, in the Vardar part of Macedonia, there lived
110,674 Albanians, i.e. Arnauts by their mother tongue as they were referred to
in the official statistics. They accounted for 13.9 percent of the total population
(dedunutnBHN pe3ynraTu mommca craHoBHUIITBa 1921 roamna, Capejeso,
1932, 88-123). Ten years later, in the 1931 count, of the total of 938,628
people in the Vardar part of Macedonia, 129,645 were identified as Albanians.
(Die Glederung der Bevolkerung des ehemaligen Jugoslawien nach
Muttersprache und Konfession nach den unverdffentlichen Angaben der
Zihlung ven 1931, Wien, 1943, 308-351; Stanovnistvo predratne Jugoslavije
po veroispovesti maternjem jeziku po popisu od 31.111.1931 godine-pregled po
srezovima, Drzavni statisticki ured, Serija II, sveska 3, Beograd, 1945)

® Vladimir Simeunovi¢, Stanovnistvo Jugoslavije i socijalistickih republika 1921-
1961, (studije, prilozi, analize) Beograd, 1964, 31. Although many of them left
the country during the Balkan Wars and in the period between the two World
Wars, there was still a fairly large Turkish population in the People’s Republic
of Macedonia. In 1921, in the Vardar part of Macedonia, there were 118,758
Turks. (JepunutuBau pesynrtati nomuca craHoBHuitsa 1921 roauna...,88-
123). In 1931, as a result of their migration, their number fell to 105,407. (Die
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announced, the Federal Statistical Office, the institution that conducted the
1948 count, raised doubt about the total number of Albanians in FNRY of
750,431, or 4.8 percent of the total population of the country. In its analysis of
the census data, the Office said that a portion of the Turks in Macedonia and
the region of Kosovo and Metohija identified themselves as Albanians and
therefore the number of Albanians, based on the census results, was slightly
higher than the real one.®

An analysis of the census results shows that in the 1948 count, the
Macedonians professing Islam identified themselves as Macedonian, which,
however, was not the case in the following censuses.” According to the official
records of 1948, of the total number of Macedonians (789,648), 37,096 were
Muslims® and they accounted for 4.69 percent of the total number of
Macedonians in the People’s Republic of Macedonia. In fact, in the 1948
census, Muslims were a separate category. It referred solely to the Muslims of
South-Slavic origin who declared themselves as Serb Muslims, Croat
Muslims, Macedonian Muslims or undefined Muslims. This classification
existed only during the time the census was taken as those identifying
themselves as Serb Muslims were added to the group of Serbs, those
identifying themselves as Macedonian Muslims to the group of Macedonians,
and so on, while the undefined Muslims were classified separately.®

Almost the entire population of Macedonians professing Islam were in
the region of Skopje, the Markova Reka region, the Tetovo villages of Urvi¢
and Jelovjane, the Veles villages of Gorno Vranovci and Melnica, the Kicevo

Glederung der Bevolkerung des ehemaligen Jugoslawien nach Muttersprache
und Konfession nach den unverdffentlichen Angaben der Zéhlung ven
1931...,308-351). They mostly lived in the Vardar River Valley, Ov¢e Pole, the
regions of Radovi§ and Kocani, and other areas. They were a significant part of
the population of certain Macedonian cities as well. In Skopje, in 1948, there
were 13,928 Turks, or nearly 16 percent of the total population. They were also
one-fourth of the population of Ohrid and there was some Turkish population
in all major cities. (Konac¢ni rezultati popisa stanovni$tva od 15 marta 1948
godine, knjiga IX, 447)

® Ibidem, 14

" In the 1931 census, in the Vardar part of Macedonia, 40,440 people whose mother
tongue was Serbo-Croat said they professed Islam. (Die Glederung der
Bevolkerung des ehemaligen Jugoslawien nach Muttersprache und Konfession
nach den unveré6ffentlichen Angaben der Zahlung ven 1931...,308-351)

8 Konaéni rezultati popisa stanovni$tva od 15 marta 1948 godine...,xvii

® Snjezana Mrdjen, Op.cit, 86
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villages of Plasnica, Celopeci and Lisi¢ani, a portion of the residents of the
villages in the Reka region, such as Zirovnica, Rostuse, and Mogorée, as well
as the villages of Labunista, Podgorci, Oktisi and Borovec in Drimkol, and the
villages of the Debar region of Zupa were identified as Macedonian. However,
only five years later, in 1953, most of the Macedonians professing Islam chose
to identify as Turks.

In 1953, 1,304,514 people lived in the People’s Republic of
Macedonia.’® A prominent feature of the 1953 count was that the number of
Turks in Macedonia increased considerably, from 95,940, or 8.32 percent, in
1948, to 203,938, or 15.63 percent, in 1953.1! On the other hand, the number
of Albanians fell from 197,389 to 162,524. The census authorities of 1953
also noted this demographic and statistical contradiction. The methodological
explanations of the 1953 count state that certain ethnic groups in 1953 had
grown while others had declined in size in relation to 1948, which could only
be a result of the people’s choice to identify themselves differently in 1948
and 1953 for various reasons. For example, the number of Turks had grown so
much by 1953 that it was evident that a portion of the Turks back in 1948
identified themselves as Albanian and Macedonian, and that a portion of the
Albanians and Macedonians identified themselves as Turkish in 1953.%2

Reasons for Changing the Ethnic Affiliation

The change in the ethnic affiliation of a portion of the population of
Macedonia in the censuses of 1948 and 1953 was a direct result of political,

10 The average rate of natural increase was the highest from 1948 to 1953, when the
Macedonian population grew by about 30,000 people a year, which was
primarily a result of the still high birth rate.

1 From 1953 onward, the number of the Turkish population was steadily declining.
The decline was particularly prominent in the places in which they lived as
compact groups, primarily in the Vardar Valley region, Ovce Pole, the region
of Radovis, and the cities in which they constituted a considerable portion of
the population, such as Skopje, where they declined from 34.4 percent in 1921
to only 16 percent of the total population in 1948. A decline in the number of
Turks was also registered in other cities, except Tetovo and Gostivar. In 1953,
the municipalities with the highest percentage of Turkish population were
Valandovo, in which they constituted 40 percent, and Vinica and Radovis, in
which they were more than one-third of the total population.

12 [Tonmc cranoBanmTBa 1953, kmura I, Beograd, 1959, XXXV,
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economic and social factors, which shaped the character of Macedonia’s
ethno-demographic development. The analyses made by the relevant
authorities in Macedonia reveal that this was particularly typical of the
Muslim population. There were cases when in the official records of births,
marriages and deaths, a father was registered as Albanian and his children as
Turkish and vice versa, or when multiple siblings were identified as of
different ethnicity.

A question is posed as to the reasons for this fairly massive change in
the ethnic affiliation within the five years under study. In the second half of
the 20" century, the population of Macedonia and the whole society was going
through a stage of significant structural change. The whole process of
population development was determined by the development of the economic,
demographic and political circumstances both in Macedonia and the whole
federation. The ethno-demographic structure was also influenced by the
historical processes in the Macedonian society, and certain historical, cultural
and traditional values of the local environment. The shift from the traditional
to the modern way of living was not taking place simultaneously in all ethnic
groups.

The state institutions said in their analyses that there was an objective
reason for “the ethnic instability and the fact that the formation of the national
identity with a portion of the Muslim population was incomplete.”®® The
analyses of the Commission on National Minorities of the Central Committee
of the Federation of Communists of Macedonia (SKM), comments, among
other things, that Albanians in Yugoslavia before World War Il were
oppressed both politically and economically. The authorities manipulated
them politically in various ways in order not to let their national identity
develop because they feared the concentration of the Albanian population
along the Yugoslav-Albanian border.*

13 The State Archives of the Republic of Macedonia (hereafter DARM), f. CK
KPM/SKM, Commission on National Minorities, k-71, a.e.1/5 The
party structures established that in Macedonia there were relatively few “real
Turks” but that a rising number of Macedonians professing Islam, who were
highly religious but without a clearly formed national identity, declared
themselves as Turks.

14 DARM, 427.27.56/11
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In Yugoslavia before the war, a portion of the Albanian urban
population started tilting toward the Turk population. They were learning the
Turkish language and regarded themselves as Turkish because of their religion
and also for the purpose of acquiring higher reputation.® These tendencies, of
course, inevitably affected how these people declared themselves ethnically in
the first censuses after the war. This was particularly true for that part of the
population whose national identity was still underdeveloped and among whom
religious identification dominated. After 1944/1945, a new political and social
reality began, which sparked a process of national differentiation and
separation. From then onward, the national identification of the Muslim
population became increasingly stronger.

In 1948, these “nationally underdeveloped elements” among the
Muslim population mostly gravitated toward the Albanian population because
relations with Albania at that time were quite good and they believed that if
they declared themselves Albanian they would be entitled to more privileges
and more protection than if they declared themselves Turkish in a time when
Turkey was rather unpopular in Yugoslavia and was regarded as a country
from the opposite political bloc.

By 1953, when the second census in Yugoslavia after the war was
conducted, the political situation had considerably changed in relation to 1948.
After the Informbiro Resolution, relations with Albania worsened. On the
other hand, with the signing of the Balkan Pact of February 1953 Turkey
became FNRY’s ally. In the meantime, the religious fanaticism of a part of the
Muslim population was dealt a heavy blow with the adoption of the law that
banned wearing yashmaks a face veil worn by Turkish Muslim women. All of
this had an effect on the national identification of that part of the Muslim
population with an unstable national identity.®

At that time, there also appeared the possibility of emigration to
Turkey, a process that had a strong influence on the national identification of a
fairly large number of Muslims. The authorities were aware that alongside

15 This assimilation of the Muslim population and its identification as Turkish was
typical of the entire period of Ottoman rule in the region.

16 DARM. 427.27.56/ 7 1t was for this reason that, after holding prior consultations,
the Supreme Court of the People’s Republic of Macedonia sent a letter to the
Secretariat of Home Affairs on 5 April 1954 demanding that ethnic
identification records could be amended at the regional offices of the
Secretariat of Home Affairs.
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Turks, a certain number of Macedonians professing Islam and Albanians
would also take interest in moving to Turkey for the political and religious
reasons mentioned.!” Certain official records state, “a part of them are strongly
determined to make themselves eligible for migration by changing their
ethnicity”. Suddenly courts became overrun with requests for changing
ethnicity and the whole procedure took quite a long time to complete.

In 1948, a part of the Turkish population declared themselves
Albanian. They were those urban Muslims (some of them of Albanian and
others of Macedonian origin), who ever since the Ottoman rule, by learning to
speak Turkish as the language of the trade at the time and because of
professing the same religion as the Ottomans, had started to self-identify as
Turks. This people remained “ethnically volatile” after the liberation and most
of them declared themselves as Albanians (or Shquiptars, as the official
statistics of the time referred to them) because relations with Albania at the
time were still friendly.

In the census of 1948, a portion of the Muslim population in Western
Macedonia, especially Gostivar and Tetovo, identified as Turks in the counts
carried out in the Kingdom of Yugoslavia, declared they were Albanian. In
1948, Tetovo had 17,259 inhabitants, of whom 5,992 were Macedonians,
9,975 Albanians and 302 Turks.'® However, by 1953, the number of Turks had
grown substantially. More specifically, of the total population of 20,209,

7 The migration of the Turkish and Muslim population from the geographical
territory of Macedonia commenced during the Balkan Wars just as in the other
Balkan countries where the Muslim population withdrew together with the
Ottoman military and administrative authorities. One of the scholars studying
this process of migration in the 1930s wrote: “Turks refused to live under
someone else’s jurisdiction and government. Those who had ruled until
recently were now leaving for Asia Minor regarding it as their fate, as kismet.”
(Mura Koctuh, U3 ucropuje xononusanuje Jyxue CpOuje kpajeM mpouuior
BeKa, [ JTACHWK CKOTICKOT HayYHOT IpYINTBa, Kib. 12, Ckomse, 1933, 255)

18 Konac¢ni rezultati popisa stanovnistva od 15 marta 1948 godine,...450. In 1921,
15,119 people lived in Tetovo, of whom 6,432 were identified as Turks based
on their mother tongue. (lepwHUTHBHM pe3ynTaTH TONMUCa CTAaHOBHHIITBA
1921 roawmua...,116-117). In 1931, in the district of Tetovo (Lower Polog),
there were 7,934 Turks. (Die Glederung der Bevolkerung des ehemaligen
Jugoslawien nach Muttersprache und Konfession nach den unver6ffentlichen
Angaben der Zdhlung ven 1931...,312)
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7,575 were Macedonians, 7,155 Albanians and 4,470 Turks.'® This trend was
also registered in the census of 1961.

The same happened in Gostivar, in which almost the entire Turkish
population in the 1948 count self-identified as Albanian?. In other words, of
the total number of inhabitants of 7,832, 1,911 declared themselves as
Macedonians, 5,333 as Albanians and only 53 as Turks, which of course did
not reflect reality. However, by 1953, Gostivar’s population had grown to
9,509 inhabitants, of whom 2,637 were Macedonians, 4,313 Albanians and
1,924 Turks.?* The fact that despite the massive emigration of Turks from
Macedonia to Turkey in the 1950s, the number of Turks in Gostivar had
increased to 4,349 by the 1961 count when they outnumbered the local
Albanians, who then totaled 2,904, shows best that people changed the way
they self-identified over time. In this context, the observations of the Croatian

19 Hacenenue mo mnacenbu M HapogHocT Bo CPM, chopen aiMHUHHCTPATHUBHO-
TeputopujanHarta nogenda ox 9-11-1962, Cxomje, 1964

20 All historical, ethnographical or anthropogeographical research conducted since the
second half of the 19" century indicate that the Turkish population of Gostivar
had been quite populous, see: Bacun KbuuoB, Makenonuja ernorpadus u
CTaTUCTHKA, BTOpO ¢ororunHo m3ganue, Codus, 1996, 513; Matepujamu
no mpoyuyBaHeto Ha Makemgounn® Codu®, 1896 427-431, Rudolf
Petrovi¢, Polog-Antropogeografski prikaz, Zagreb, 1942, 30. According to
Kanchov, in the late 19" century, in Gostivar there were 310 Bulgarians, 3,100
Turks, 100 Arnauts, as well as members of other ethnic groups. In 1905,
Serbian ethnographer Svetozar Tomi¢ visited Gostivar and according to his
statistics Gostivar at that time had approximately 3,400 inhabitants, of whom
only 17 houses were Christian and the rest were Muslim. About the origin of
the Muslim population of Gostivar, Tomi¢ says: “Some say that many of the
residents of Gostivar are of Ottoman origin, i.e. real Turks. However, whatever
their origin, today they are genuine Arnauts by the way they speak, dress and
conduct their lives.” The statistics of 1921, too, indicate a prominent
percentage of Turkish population in Gostivar. Based on the official national
statistics, in Gostivar in 1921, 3,743 people said their mother tongue was
Turkish, while only 138 said their mother tongue was Albanian, or Arnaut as
the statistics of the time referred to it. (JdedunutuBan pesynratu nomnwuca
CTaHOBHHIITBA o0 31 janyapa 1921 romuwue.., 117). In 1931, 7,705
Turks lived in the Upper Polog district. (Die Glederung der Bevolkerung des
ehemaligen Jugoslawien nach Muttersprache und Konfession nach den
unverdffentlichen Angaben der Zahlung ven 1931..., 318)

2l BkynHo HaceneHue Ha PemyOivka MakeloHHja CIIOPE] HM3jacHYBameTO 3a
HallMOHANIHA IPUNALHOCT, ... 78
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anthropogeographer Rudolf Petrovi¢ made in the 1930s are worth mentioning.
He said: “Among the many Arbanasi people, particularly those who settled in
Gostivar and Tetovo and their immediate vicinity, a process of adopting a
Turkish identity began, as a result of the influence of Islam and their
coexistence with Turks. Thus, in the villages of Gorna Banjica and Dolna
Banjica near Gostivar, almost all the Arbanasi people speak Turkish both at
home and outside, while only few elderly people speak the Arbanasi language.
They all consider themselves as Turks although many of them remember that
their ancestors came from Debar and its surroundings. This is especially the
case in Tetovo and Gostivar. Therefore, it has recently become difficult to
separate the Turks from the Arbanasi people having adopted a Turkish
identity. This situation also adds a great deal of confusion to the
statistics...There are certain very strong ties between the Arbanasi people and
the Turks and therefore from a social and political point of view they may be
regarded as one group.”??

Statistics

These statistics should only confirm that in the years immediately
after the end of the Second World War, the national identification of a certain
part of the population in Macedonia fluctuated greatly for a number of both
historical and political reasons. This means that if the figures obtained from
the two censuses, conducted after the war, are analyzed superficially, the
resulting conclusions may be very misleading.

By 1953, the number of Macedonians had increased to 860,699, but in
terms of percentages, they had declined to 65.97 percent, because most
Macedonians professing Islam, who identified themselves as Macedonians in
1948, had changed their ethic affiliation in the later census.?

22 Rudolf Petrovi¢, Op. Cit, 20,26

23 About the attitude of the authorities toward the Macedonian population professing
Islam and their attempts to ensure these people continued to self-identify as
Macedonians see: Jakum CuHHanIWHOBCKHM, HanHWOHAaNHOTO mpalrame U
Mel'yHaIlMOHATTHUTEe OJHOCH Kaj Hac, Ckomje, 1988; Hwujasu JlumanoBckw,
Hcnammzanujata W eTHHYKUTE TpoMeHH BO Maxkenonuja, Ckomje, 1993;
I'murop TomopoBcku, JlemorpadckuTe MporecH U MMpOMEeHH Bo MakeqoHHja o]
MMOYETOKOT Ha MpBaTa OalKaHCKa BOjHA JI0 0CAMOCTOjyBamkeTO Ha MakeoHmja,
Ckomje, 2001; Crpamko CrojanoBcku, MHKOpmopupame Ha MaxkenoHIuTe
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I will cite as examples several villages populated exclusively by
Macedonians professing Islam. In 1953, the Veles village of Gorno Vranovci
had population of 3,847 and almost all of them identified as Turks?*. The party
organization in the village with about 70 members disintegrated immediately
after the process of emigration to Turkey commenced. Another typical
example is Plasnica and the nearby villages populated with Macedonians who
had converted to Islam. Nearly 3,000 Turks were recorded in these villages in
the 1953 count.® In all the villages of the regions of Skopje?® and Tetovo?,
the Macedonians professing Islam also declared they were Turks. In the Reka
region this trend was not as pronounced. In Dolna Reka, populated solely by
Macedonians (either Muslim or Orthodox Christian), 2,802 people were
recorded as Turks in the 1953 census and the upward trend of increased
Turkish representation persisted in the following censuses as well.8

In the regions of Zupa® and Drimkol, too, a great many Macedonians
professing Islam identified themselves as Turks. This was the case in the

MYCJIIMMaHU Kako JeJ O MakeJoHCKaTa Hanuja, cr. Mcropuwja XLIV/1-2,
Ckomje, 2008, 142-158. Anthropogeographer and ethnographer Jovan F.
Trifunoski refers to the Macedonians professing Islam as Torbesh in his works
Oxpuzacko-cTpymika o6jacT, aHTpororeorpadcka mpoydyaBama, Hacema wu
MOPEKJI0 CTAaHOBHUILTBA, Kibura, 44, beorpan, 1992; burosscko-npunencka
KOTITMHA,  aHTpomoreorpadcka  mpoydaBama, Hacesba W TOpPEKIIO
CTaHOBHHUIITBA, Kibura, 45, Beorpan, 1998, as well as in other earlier published
studies.

24 Of the 3,847 inhabitants, only 47 indentified as Macedonians, while 3,780 declared
they were Turks. About the population of Gorno Vranovci and its emigration to
Turkey in the 1950s see: Jovan F. Trifunoski, Oblas Babune i Topolke,
Zbornik za narodni zivot i obi¢aje Juznih Slavena, knjiga 47, Zagreb, 1977

% Bkynuo Hacenenue Ha Pemybmuka MakenoHMja CIOpe] M3jacHYBAaHeTO 3a
Hal[oHaNHa npumagHoct, . . . 21; All scholars from the Balkan countries of
the late 19" and early 20™ centuries agreed that they were Macedonians who
had converted to Islam at some earlier point in time.

% Drzilovo, Dolno Koli¢ani, Pagarusa, Cvetovo, Elovo, and Umovo

21 Urvi¢ and Jelovjane

28 Bkynuo Hacenenue Ha Pemybmuka MakenoHMja CIOpe] M3jacHYBAaHeTO 3a
HAIlMOHAJHA MPHIATHOCT, . . ., 237-239, Jakum Cunaauuoscku, Op. Cit,
238-239

29 The Debarska Zupa region, which is relatively small in size, is particularly suitable
for scholars to follow how the process of migration of the Turkish and
Macedonian population unfolded after 1912. From 1913 to 1954, 323 Turkish
and 87 Muslim Macedonian households left the region. The process was most
intense between the two World Wars, when 291 Turkish and 69 Muslim
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villages of Labunista, Podgorci and Oktisi®, as well as in the Tetovo villages
of Urvi¢ and Jelovjane, in which almost the entire population (in Jelovjane all
893 residents)*! identified themselves as Macedonian in the 1948 count, while
as many as 2,009 residents of a total of 2,094 declared they were Turks five
years later?,

In the region of Prilep, Macedonians who professed Islam and whose
mother tongue was Macedonian lived in the villages of Lazani, Debreste and
Pestalevo®. Those in Pestalevo identified themselves as Turks, while most of
those in the nearby villages of Lazani and Debreste identified themselves as
Albanians in the 1948 census*. Only five years later, in 1953, over 90 percent
of the Muslim residents of these three villages declared themselves as Turks.*®

In the 1953 census, only in the villages populated with Macedonians
who converted to Islam at some earlier point in time, around 22,000 people,
declared they were Turks. This figure does not include the cities in which
Macedonians professing Islam also lived. In Kicevo, for example, 1,693
people were recorded as Turks in 1948% and by 1953 this population had

Macedonian households left. Most of them moved to Turkey. Interesting are
the observations of the scholars who saw the reasons for the migration after
1912 in the desire of “the Turks to live in Turkey among their own, who
profess the same religion and speak the same language. In the case of the
Macedonians professing Islam, considering the faith managed to suppress their
feeling of ethnic affiliation, their reasons for moving to Asia Minor were
basically the same as those of the population of Turkish origin.” (bpaHucnas
Pycu®, Xyma J[lebapcka, Ckomje, 1957, 35-38). People continued
leaving this region perhaps even more massively after 1954. From 1953 to
1961, the population of the region shrank from 6,119 to 4,398.

30 Hacenenwe mo Hacenbu u HapogHocT Bo CPM, crnopex aaMHHHUCTPaTUBHO-
TepuTopHjanHaTta nogenda ox 9-11-1962, 67

81 Konaéni rezultati popisa stanovnistva od 15 marta 1948 godine..., 449

%2 BkynHo HaceneHue Ha Pemy6muka MakeloHHja CIOpE] H3jaCHYBAmETO 3a
HallMOHAJHA IPUIATHOCT, . ..125-126

3 Josam Tpudynocku, buromcko-Ilpunencka KoTiuHa aHTponoreorpadcka
nmpoydaBama, beorpan, 1998, 281,285,367

34 Konacni rezultati popisa stanovnistva od 15 marta 1948 godine..., 448

%5 Hacenenne mo Hacen6bu u HapomHocT Bo CPM, cropen aaMHHHCTPAaTHBHO-
TepuTopHjaiHaTa nogesnba ox 9-11-1962, 9

36 Konacni rezultati popisa stanovnistva od 15 marta 1948 godine ....,442

Balkan Social Science Review, Vol. 4, December 2014, 275-295 285



Borce ILIEVSKI

grown to 4,749% and had become predominant in the city. In other words,
over 30,000 Macedonians who professed Islam changed their ethnic affiliation
from Macedonian to Turkish, which is one of the reasons why the share of
Macedonians in the total population of Macedonia declined.

In some parts of Macedonia, especially in those where they were a
minority, such as the regions of Skopje, Kumanovo, Bitola and Prilep, a great
many Albanians declared themselves as Turks in the census of 1953. This was
typical of the rural areas where the religious affiliation was stronger than the
ethnic one and where simultaneously the possibility for emigration to Turkey
appeared.

In some of the villages of the region of Skopje, the majority of
Albanians declared themselves as Turks.® A portion of the residents of the
Albanian-populated villages on Mt. Skopska Crna Gora® and of the villages
in the region of Kumanovo also self-identified as Turks in the count of 1953.
In Lipkovo for example, of the 19,178 residents in 1953, 12,743 declared they
were Turks and 4,111 said they were Albanians®. In the same territory in
1921 and 1931, most of the Muslims said their mother tongue was Albanian
(Arnaut)®. There is extensive literature on the origin of this population that

87 [Momuc Ha HaceTHHUE U cTaHOBH BO 1971 roguHa, OCHOBHHY IIOATOIM 10 OIIITHHY,
Ckomje 1972, 20

3 This was particularly typical of the villages along the Markova Reka and Kadina
Reka rivers. There are several scholarly studies on the origin of this population:
JoBan Xanm BacusbeBuh, Ckomsbe u HeroBa oxonuHa, beorpan, 1930,
Marpusimn 32 mpoydyBaHeTo Ha Makenonus, Codwus, 1896; JoBan
Tpudynocku, [Topeunero Ha Kaguna Peka, Ckomje, 1952

% In the villages on Mt. Skopska Crna Gora (Tanusevci, Brest and Blace) as many as
1,961 people identified themselves as Turks in 1953. Although not as
intensively, this trend continued in 1961 when 1,052 Albanians identified
themselves as Turks. After 1961, when the emigration to Turkey stopped, the
number of those who declared they were Turks was negligible.

0 DARM, f, 427. k-72, a.e.1/ 4

4l JlebuHUTHBHU pe3ynTaTH IOMIMCA CTAHOBHMIITBA...,100-101. In 1931, in the
district of Kumanovo, Albanians totaled 13,845, which was 20.8 percent of the
total population of the district. (Die Glederung der Bevolkerung des
ehemaligen Jugoslawien nach Muttersprache und Konfession nach den
unverdffentlichen Angaben der Zahlung ven 1931...,351)
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started settling in the region of Kumanovo in the second half of the 18"
century, coming mostly from the regions in northern Albania.*?

I will cite as examples several places in this region where the
Albanian population declared themselves as Turks in 1953 and 1961. Based
on the 1953 count, Romanovce, one of the largest villages in the municipality
of Kumanovo, had 2,078 inhabitants, of whom 997 were Macedonians, 72
Albanians and 939 Turks, and based on the 1961 count, the village had 2,077
inhabitants, of whom 1,013 were Macedonians, 126 Albanians and 833
Turks.®® In 1963, however, field investigations were carried out which
revealed that the village had 330 families, of which 180 were Macedonian,
140 Albanian and only 8 Turkish.* This means that most Albanians had
earlier declared themselves as Turks for various reasons, including their wish
to move to Turkey or their underdeveloped feeling of ethnic affiliation.*® The
same happened in many other villages of this region but | am only going to
cite the example of the village of Lopate in order to depict this phenomenon
completely. In 1961, the village had 1,260 inhabitants, of whom 475 were
Macedonians, 129 Albanians and 578 Turks*. However, based on the field
research carried out several years later, in 1965, of all the families in the
village, 79 were Macedonian, 76 Albanian and four Turkish (who settled in
the village as Muhajir from Bulgaria in 1878), which shows that in Lopate,
too, most Albanians had earlier identified themselves as Turks, although they
originated from the villages on Mt. Skopska Crna Gora and settled in this
lowland village in the second half of the 19" century.*” Most of the Muslims
in the aforementioned villages started declaring themselves as Albanian as late
as the 1970s and particularly the 1980s.

42 Jopan Xayu Bacuibesuh, Jyxuna Crapa Cp6uja, kmura W, Beorpaa, 1909; Joan
Tpudynocku, Kymanoscko- Ilpemescka Llpua I'opa, Hacera um mopexmno
CTaHOBHHMIITBA, Kibura, 33 Beorpan, 1951; Artanacuje Yporresuh, Kymanogo,
c.J1, 1949

4 BkynHo HaceneHue Ha PenyOnuka Make[IoHHja CHOpE] H3jaCHYBAaHETO 32
HalMOHaJHa MPHUIAaAHOCT ...,165

4 Josan Tpudynocku, Ceocka Hacesba cKoIcke koTaune, Ckomje 1964, 29

4 The massive emigration of the Muslim population of this village to Turkey started
immediately after the end of the Balkan Wars. From 1912 to 1941, about 50
families moved to Turkey. Most of them were Albanian and only 5-6 Turkish.

% BkynHo Hacenenue Ha PermyOnuka MakenoHHMja CIIOpel M3jaCHYBAamETO 32
HaI[MOHAJIHA TPUMAIHOCT...,164

47 Josan @. Tpudynocku, Kymanoscka obnact Ceocka Hacelba M CTAHOBHHILTBO,
Ckorje, 1974, 44-45
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Albanians were identifying as Turks, although to a lesser extent, in
other parts of Macedonia, too. In Demir Hisar, for example, 946 people were
identified as Albanians and only six as Turks in the 1948 count, while five
years later, in 1953, 1,015 people declared they were Turks and only 50
recorded their ethnic affiliation as Albanian.*® Changes occurred in certain
cities as well, although it is harder to keep track of the urban population,
especially the Muslims, primarily because of their rapid amalgamation within
the framework of the religious group irrespective of ethnicity.

In Ohrid in 1948, 1,011 people identified themselves as Albanians and
2,758 as Turks. In 1953, however, despite the pronounced rate of natural
increase, the number of Albanians fell to 765, while the number of Turks
climbed up to 3,667, which means that a portion of those who declared they
were Albanians five years earlier had by now started to self-identify as
Turks.* There was a similar tendency in Bitola as well. While in 1948, census
takers registered 1,327 Albanians and 3,543 Turks, by 1953 the number of
Albanians had decreased to 651 and the number of Turks had scaled up to
6,476.%° Considering that the number of Turks had doubled in only five years,

48 DARM, f, 427. k-72, a.e.1/ 4; Kona¢ni rezultati popisa stanovniStva od 15 marta
1948 godine... ,439

49 Interesting are the observations of the prolific researcher Atanasije Urosevi¢, who
conducted field surveys in Ohrid in the middle of the 1950s. Speaking about
the Turkish population in Ohrid, he says that the Muslim population of various
ethnicities who were settling in Ohrid started to self-identity as Turks shortly
upon their arrival considering the local Turks were the main representatives of
Islam and urban culture. The local Albanians, whose ancestors settled in the
city as early as the middle of the 18" century, having emigrated from the
nearby territories of present-day Albania or from the region of Debar, were
also affected by this process. Another part of the Albanians who amalgamated
with the local Turks originated from South Albania, as evidenced by the high
incidence of the surname Toska. (Atanacuje Ypomesuh, Oxpun reorpadcka
monorpaduja, Cromje, 1957, 14-16 ). Later, however, a reverse process began
and a rising number of Muslims started declaring themselves as Turks. While
the number of Albanians stepped up from 765 in 1953 to 2,703 by 1994, the
number of Turks decreased from 3,667 in 1953 to 2,344 by 1994. The number
of Albanians had also grown because a great many residents of the large
Albanian-populated villages around Struga emigrated to Ohrid.

% Tlommc Ha HacenHHMe M cTaHOBH BO 1971 rommua, OCHOBHM INOJATOIM IIO
ONIITHHMU...,16; BkynmHo Hacenmenne Ha Penybnmka Makenonumja cropen
M3jaCHYBamkETO 3a HAI[MOHATHA TMPHUNAIHOCT...,42
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it is obvious that a portion of the local Roma population and other Muslims

identified themselves as Turks as well.

In the other areas, particularly those of Western Macedonia, there was
a fairly stable, homogenous Albanian population that hardly ever merged with
other ethnic groups. The process that unfolded in the regions of Kumanovo or
Skopje was only incidental in the regions of Ki¢evo, Debar or Struga. In these
areas, it was the Macedonian population professing Islam that proved
ethnically unstable. In almost all the censuses after 1953, most of them
declared themselves as Turks, even after the 1960s when the wave of

emigration to Turkey completely stopped.

Census Macedonians Albanians Turks
1948 789,648 197,389 95,940
1953 860,699 162,524 203,938
1961 1,000,865 183,108 131,481
1971 1,142,375 279,871 108,552
1981 1,279.323 377,208 86,591
1994 1,295,964 441,104 78,019
2002 1,297,981 509,083 77.959

Only in the Albanian-populated villages in the regions of Skopje,
Kumanovo, KruSevo, Prilep, Bitola, approximately 30,000-35,000 people
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self-identified as Turks in 1953. Toward the end of the 1950s, the process of
emigration of the Muslim population to Turkey subsided and so did the
process of changing the ethnic affiliation among the population professing
Islam. In some regions this trend continued in the censuses of 1961, 1971 and
1981 but to a much lesser extent and mostly in rural areas in which Albanians
were a minority. [ will cite several examples from Skopje’s immediate
vicinity. In the village of Mojanci nearly 80 percent of the Albanian
population identified themselves as Turks in 1971 and none in 1981, while in
the neighboring village of GruSino 11 percent of the Albanians identified
themselves as Turks even in 19815 In the village of Ciflik, along the
Markova Reka, of all the 444 residents in 1981, 295 declared they were Turks.
In 1994, however, only 25 people of the total population of 536 self-identified
as Turks.® Worth mentioning is also the village of Crniliste near Prilep. Since
1953, an overwhelming majority of the Muslim population of the village
declared themselves as Turks in the population counts even though they were
Albanians.® In 1948 as well as in the counts conducted between the two
World Wars, the residents of CrniliSte identified themselves as Albanians or as
native speakers of the Albanian language, depending on the methodology.
Since 1981, however, the number of those declaring they were Turks has been
declining. While as many as 928 of its residents declared they were Turks in
1981, in the last census taken in 2002, only 26 identified as Turks and as many
as 1,704 as Albanians.>* In fact, in the last few decades of the 20" century,
contrary to the 1950s and 1960s, the number of Albanians changing their
ethnic identification in the population counts, most often to Turkish, became
negligible.

Unlike Albanians, most Macedonians professing Islam identified
themselves as Turks in all the censuses until 2002. It is eye-catching that in

51 About the origin of the population in the aforementioned villages, see: Jopan. ®.
Tpudynocku, Ceocka Hacesba ckorcke koriuHe, Ckomje, 1964, 25-28.
Thirteen families from the village of GruSino emigrated to Turkey between
1956 and 1960.

52 BkynHo HaceneHne Ha PemyOnuka MakenoHnja CHOPEN HM3jacHYBAameTO 3a
HaIlMOHANTHA TPHUIAJHOCT...,253. About the origin of the population in the said
village, see: JoBan. @. Tpudynocku, CiuB MapkoBe peke aHTpororeorpagcka
npomarpama, Cxormje, 1958

53 Josan. @. Tpudynocku, Butoiscko-npunencka kotauna, beorpan, 1998, 374-375

% TTonuc Ha HaceNeHHETO JOMAKUHCTBATa U CTAHOBUTE Bo Pemybimka Makenonuja,
BkynHO HaceleHHe CIIOpe] HU3jacHYBambe 3a HaIMOHAIHA IPHUIAJHOCT,
MajYUHHOT ja3WK U BEPOUCITOBEATA, KHUTA X,
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2002 a small number of them self-identified as Albanians in certain areas. In
the late 1980s, Jakim Sinadinovski wrote: “The Macedonians professing Islam
have not yet experienced a process of complete national emancipation.” They
are left on their own,” he further commented, “and subject to ever stronger and
ever more organized assimilation performed by our Greater Albanian

nationalists and irredentists”.>®

This idea was confirmed twenty years later in the count of 2002 when
in the Struga villages of LabuniSta, Borovec, Podgorci and Oktisi, 5,380
residents identified themselves as Albanians.>® Eight years earlier, in the
census of 1994, there were 1,961 Albanians in these villages, which indicates
that in less than a decade, a substantial part of the Muslim population changed
their ethnic identification from Turk, Macedonian or Muslim to Albanian.
This also means that a portion of the Muslims in Macedonia continue to
change their ethnic affiliation.

Conclusion

One of the characteristics of the censuses carried out in the People’s
Republic of Macedonia in 1948 and 1953 is the fact that the Albanian and
Turkish ethnic groups fluctuated in size because of the different ethnic
identification of a portion of the Muslim population as a result, among other
things, of the varying political circumstances. For example, in 1948 most of
the urban Muslim population of Tetovo and Gostivar, as well as several other
cities, declared themselves Albanian. Five years later, however, a high
percentage of them self-identified as Turks. A portion of the rural Albanian
population in the regions of Skopje, Kumanovo, Veles and Pelagonija and, to
a lesser extent, in other areas, also declared themselves Turkish. In addition to
the incomplete national emancipation, one of the main reasons for this ethnic
identification of a part of the Albanian population of the aforementioned
regions was the ongoing emigration to Turkey. It is also conspicuous that
Albanians identified themselves as Turks mostly in areas where they were in
the minority. Most of the Macedonians professing Islam, identified as

55 Jakum Cunanunoscku, Op.cit, 203,205

% [Tommc Ha HaceneHHETO JOMAKHMHCTBATa U CTAHOBUTE Bo Pemybimka Makenonuja,
BxynHo HaceJIeHHue criope M3jacHyBambe 3a HaIMOHATTHA
mpumagHocT..., 131,181
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Macedonians in 1948, also declared they were Turks in 1953. However, unlike
the Albanian population, most of them continued to declare themselves as
Turks in the following censuses as well, even after the massive emigration to
Turkey ended.

It was for these reasons that pronounced fluctuations were registered
in the numbers of Albanians and Turks in 1948 and 1953. While the number
of Albanians decreased from 197,000 in 1948 to 162,000 in 1953, the number
of Turks went up from 95,000 in 1948 to 203,000 five years later and
therefore the analysis of the data obtained from the abovementioned censuses
should always be approached very critically.

The table shows that after 1953 while the Albanian population steadily
grew, the Turkish population noted a steady decline. The number of Albanians
from 1961 to 1971 increased by nearly 100,000, which besides being a result
of the high rate of natural increase and migration from the region of Kosovo
and Metohija was also a consequence of the fact that a portion of the Albanian
population (mostly in the regions of Kumanovo and Skopje) identified
themselves as Turks in the census of 1961. The distrust of the census as a
process resulted with a boycott of the count in 1991 by most Albanians. Even
today there are those that doubt the results of the last census of 2002, which
sometimes also affects interethnic trust.
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