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Abstract 

 

The initial education of teacher is a complex process that the university professor puts 

before the challenge of linking the academic knowledge and professional-practical 

ability of the students. Namely, the teacher is a key factor for social development. The 

specificity of its role requires autonomy in its activity, which defines the independence 

of the work and the creation of the educational process. To this end, the initial education 

should contribute to the development of professional and applicative skills of the 

teacherr, with which he will adapt to the knowledge society and will be in constant 

touch with the modern changes and the development of the activity. This requaras a 

synchronized and congruent relation of theory and practice in the education of future 

teacher, as well as development work  on  academic knowledge on the one hand, and on 

the development of applicative-practical competences of the teacher for the transfer of 

knowledge in practice, on the other hand. 

Hence, this paper addresses the issue of the systemic connection of the initial education 

of the teachers with the practice as an imperative for their successful inclusion in the 

society of knowledge development and change. In addition, the training of the teacher is 

taken into consideration not only for monitoring and implementation of new scientific 

knowledge, but also for independent involvement in the process of change and 

development. 

 

Key word: Inicial education, connection to practice, teacher, professional skills, 

knowledge society 

 

 

 

Initial Education of preschool teacher - Education for quality transfer of 

knowledge 

 

Educators are  key factor for social development at all. The quality trained staff 

contributes to quality early childhood development and provides a sure way to social 
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cohesion and socio-economic development . Accordingly, it can be said that the system 

that educates quality teachers ensures quality in the society of knowledge. Hence, we 

can rightly say that the initial education of educators is quite a significant segment of his 

personal and professional development and precisely because of this, it is a complex 

process. 

  

His complexity is very significante and with the fact that the process is not completed 

with him professional formation of the teacher , but with him, in addition to profiling 

teachers, a healthy basis for further professional and personal development is set. 

Namely, the initial education is the beginning of professional and personal development 

of each teacher, as well as the begining of his career development.Therefore, it is 

emphasized the need to update the issue of the quality of the initial education as a 

whole. 

 

According to the European Commission for Higher Education, the Framework for 

Quality of Initial Education depends on: 

• The philosophy of education and educational policies 

• Educational standards 

• Labor market and employability 

• Economic Policy and Development 

• Mobility in global European frameworks 

• The sustainable quality framework 

• Profile status and etc . 

 

Looking from this perspective, the concept of pre-service training of educators is 

conditioned by the specifics of the subsystem of preschool education and a educates us. 

It should be anticipated the rapid changes in the preschool education in the direction of 

the discourse on the role of early childhood development on the development of the 

individual in general, for which the student should be ready . Taking into account the 

conditionality of the conceptualization of the initial teacher education  from the 

subsystem of pre-school education , it can be said that as a reference point should be 

taken into account three main moments the named subsystem, i.e.: 

• Orientation  and  conceptual arrangement of the pre-school program 

• The philosophical basics of the pre-school program (humanistic pedagogy) 

• Orientation to the child and to individual and holistic-integrative concept (more in 

Koteva-Mojsovska T. 2017) 

 

The modern initial education of the educator directed towards holistic-integrative 

educational practices in the early childhood development should be considered from the 

aspect of: the autonomy of the future educator, the intellectual and professional 

component of his personality , his personal integrity and social intelligence. All this 

would not matter if the student - a future educator did not prepare for the transfer of 

knowledge in practice. Namely, with the specificity of his role , based on the 

contemporary conception of the pre-school program, it requires that he be autonomous 

in his work .This implies with the independence of the work and in the creation of the 

educational process, but with full responsibility for the human role of his profession . 

All this , in the direction of quality social cohesion  requires from the teacher : 

•Personal and professional identity and consistency 

•autonomy in estimates on educational needs. 

• Ability to reflect and self-reflection, 

• Сelf-consciousness for the needs of development, etc. 
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Regarding all stated  in the interest of successful transfer of knowledge in practice, it is 

of utmost importance that the educator strengthens his self-esteem. Interesting is the 

research by the author Koteva-Mojsovska, conducted with teachers involved in the 

preschool practice which was supposed to point out the acquired competence for self-

confidence and skill of the educator for self-organizing . Namely  the surprisingly  are 

obtained data that a small percentage of respondents , on a scale with grades from 1 

(lowest) to 5 (highest)  this competency is assessed with a high grade. Only 38,09% of 

all of them have  assessed this competence with grade 5 (five), while 23,81% of the 

respondents assess the degree of its adoption (possession) the self confidence with grade 

3 (three), which is not satisfactory . But also surprising is the fact that most of them 

appreciate that it  competence is not even needed for them. Namely, 42.86% of the total 

number of respondents assessed the need with grade 1 (one ) , which is a great number 

given the great need for this competence in the function of practical training and 

autonomy of the educator in the work. ( more in: Koteva-Mojsovska , 2018, pp: 81-88) 

 

Objectives of connecting the initial education of educators with practice 

  

So far, it points to the need to connect the initial education with the practice in order to 

determine the need for specific knowledge and skills of the future educator and in order 

to provide a quality system of transfer of knowledge and abilities in practice to him. 

Hence, we can say that the goals of connecting the educator's initial education with 

practice are as follows: 

• Understanding knowledge and theories to set up and tended development 

• Integrity of the personal and professional identity of the future educator , 

• Providing creativity, flexibility and quality in the transfer of knowledge, 

• Development of synchronization between the social component, communication skills 

and the educator's self-concept 

  

According to the European Commission for Higher Education  initial education 

generally suggests three key priorities in preparation for the profession: 

• To enable students to acquire basic learning ability in the classroom to achieve 

satisfactory work at the beginning of their careers; 

• To prepare for situations in which you need to continue to learn independently, based 

on classroom experience so; 

• To prepare to critically respond to requests for innovation and improvement 

  

According to all of the above, we will understand the practical skills in the wider sense , 

i.e. : 1. as internal training for practical application of knowledge, which first puts the 

academic competence of future educators - understanding and accepting the activity; 

and 2. how external training for the practical application of knowledge, i.e. 

implementation of students' knowledge in the practice during their studies as a first part 

of the external practical training and in the first year of employment as a second part of 

the external practical training . The second part refers to the inductive period in which 

the student still finds himself in the activity for which he has been able to educate 

Models for linking university education of teacher  with practices 

  

There are various models of connecting the initial education of educators with practice . 

In most countries, 1/4 of the initial tuition studies are implemented through practice. For 

quality educational systems use consecutive model, i.e. 1 year practical studies beyond 

four years initial education - as a second degree of initiation education, but there are 

countries in which the practice  is realized  during the studies and  it is determined by 

the anticipated number of seminars and  credits of study, or by number of weeks with 
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reviewed practice. In some countries the practice is related to first year of employment 

but supervised by the university. 

 

In the Republic of Northern Macedonia, students' practice is realized during the four-

year studies with a fixed number of hours and number of credits. For example, at the 

Pedagogical Faculty "St. Kliment Ohridski "in Skopje at the University" St. Cyril and 

Methodius "in Skopje, the practice of future educators is realized on three levels: 

1 Pedagogical practice realized on a weekly basis (once a week) in the first four 

semesters of studies and through which students, at the beginning are phased  and then 

systemically get acquainted with the fundamentals and the essence of significant aspects 

of the preschool educational activity and its position in the education system . 

2 Practical (Matodic-didactic) exersises that are realized on a weekly basis and refer to 

the contents of the specific methodologies  (methodology of artistic education, 

methodology of musical education, methodology of the natural area, etc.) . They are 

realized with a fund of lessons and courses determined according to subject programs in 

the field of methods 

3. Pedagogy internship realized by two days a week during the last (eighth) semester of 

the studies and relates to the overall activity for which students-future educators are 

preparing. 

Apart from the above, there is an intention "... these forms of practical training of 

students are constantly being refined and complemented with new methods and methods 

of practical work, but also with new forms of cooperation with all relevant factors ... In 

this way, students will have an open possibility for the greater inclusion in various 

forms of practical teaching, in different projects and processes of gaining experience by 

connecting the acquired theoretical knowledge to what the practice requires "( 

http://www.pfsko.ukim.edu.mk/?). Each of all  models to use is of great importance is 

for the inclusion of the faculties in the process of education for the practice of educators 

for pre-school education. 

 

CONCLUSION 

  

The preschool teacher  is a key factor for social development and challenges. The 

specificity of its role requires autonomy in its activity, which DEFINES the 

independence of the work in the creation of the educational process. To this end, the 

initial education should contribute to the development of professional and applicative 

skills of the educator, with which he will adapt to the knowledge society and will be in 

constant touch with the modern changes and the development of the activity . This 

requires   linking the theory and practice in the education of future educators, it also 

implies simultaneous influence on theoretical and academic knowledge on the one hand 

and the development of applicative-practical competences of the educator for the 

transfer of knowledge in practice , on the other. 

  

Given that the  concept initial EDUCATION of educators is complex and largely 

dependent on the specifics of the subsystem of preschool education one should take into 

account the rapid developmental changes in the this subsystem , as well as the role of 

early childhood development on the development of the individual in general . 

Therefore, the student should prepare for the transfer of knowledge into practice, and 

his education should be  based on specific of his role in the realization of the modern 

concept of preschool education. This requires a  student to develop autonomy and self-

esteem in the realization of   the activity for which it is being prepared  
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For these reasons, it points to the need to connect the initial education with the practice, 

in order to determine the need for specific knowledge and skills of the future educator 

and in order to provide a quality system for transfer of knowledge and abilities in 

practice. The students'  skills in this regard should be realized in two aspects: academic 

qualifications of future teachers- understanding and accepting the activity and 

implementation of students' knowledge in practice during their studies and during the 

first year of employment . The developed educational systems pay great attention to the 

practical ability of the students. In some of these, the practical training is realized during 

the studies, while in others, in a variety of other ways, including the subsequent model 

as part of the studies and the  model as part of the employment. All of  models have a 

great importance is the inclusion of the faculties in the process of education for the 

practice of educators for pre-school education. 
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