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Abstract  
The legal system in Republic of North Macedonia being a continental or romano-germanic legal 

system places the main emphasis on a set of core principles that are codified into a single referable system 
serving as a primary source of law. Unlike the common law legal systems that are primarily based on 
judicial proceedings, using a case law as source of law or at least a reference has never been a common 
practice in the Macedonian law-making process or application of law in court cases. However, the Law on 
Civil Liability on Defamation and Insult installed an open gate for the jurisprudence of the European Court 
of Human Rights giving the Macedonian judges a possibility to evoke and to ground its decision according 
to the relevant ECHR case law.  
Moreover, the Macedonian national courts built solid corpus of national decisions on defamation and 
offence. This paper will demonstrate the impact such decisions had on the latest amendments to the Law 
on Civil Liability on Defamation and Insult, and it will demonstrate the corrective power the judicial 
decision has when the judges apply the law. For the purpose of methodological precision, the selected case 
law for this study is based on 30 decisions form the geographical coverage of all the four appellate courts 
in North Macedonia and over 15 primary courts. 
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-34/13 -470/18 615,000.00 250,000.00 

-5/15 -1609/17 330,000.00 30,000.00 

-44/2018 -11/19 615,000.00 250,000.00 

-2/17 -2297/17 300,000.00 0.00 

-8/15   300,000.00 0.00 

-7/16 -223/17 300,000.00 50,000.00 

-3/2017 -1125/17 307,500.00 0.00 

-5/19 -309/20 350,000.00 0.00 

-278/15 -986/2016 300,000.00 0.00 

-6/18 -901/19 160,000.00 30,000.00 

-179/14 -1020/2015 900,000.00 0.00 

-79/15 -5660/17 120,000.00 20,861.00 

- -213/13 -5175/15 200,000.00 0.00 

- -32/13 -1787-15 1,230,000.00 300,000.00 

-42/14 -6057/15 300,000.00 30,000.00 

- -14 -6510/15 922,500.00 0.00 
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-672/14 -1818/17 738.,000.00 0.00 

-13/15 -127/16 900,000.00 0.00 

-6/18   400,000.00 60,000.00 

-55/19   387,000.00 0.00 

-48/18   10,100.00 0.00 

-15/15 -5360/15 123,000.00 0.00 

-125/13 -15 240,000.00 60,000.00 

-26/14 -5357/15 1,000,000.00 0.00 

-6/16 -2716/17 120,000.00 10,000.00 

-2/2018 -16/19 380,000.00 0.00 

-22/16 -607/17 300,000.00 100,000.00 

-3/18 -36/19 150,000.00 10,000.00 

-1/2015 -125/16 40,000.00 0.00 

-2/16 -540/17 100,000.00 10,000.00 

      

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

  

615,000.00 250,000.00 
330,000.00 30,000.00 
615,000.00 250,000.00 
300,000.00 0.00 
307,500.00 0.00 
350,000.00 0.00 
300,000.00 0.00 
120,000.00 20,861.00 
200,000.00 0.00 
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922,500.00 0.00 
900,000.00 0.00 
387,000.00 0.00 
10,100.00 0.00 
123,000.00 0.00 
100,000.00 10,000.00 

 37,390.73 
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